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Unit 3- Dreams And Discoveries: Chapter 9- North, South, East, West 
Let us discuss 

Complete the table given below based on Shaana’s postcards. An example has been 

done for you. Share your answers with your classmates and the teacher. 
Places Visited Interesting Descriptions and Activities 
1. Thajiwas glacier, Kashmir white and blue glaciers; throwing snowballs 

2. Himachal Pradesh  

3. walking through a thick forest to reach the 
tree 
house 

4. Gujarat  

5. The Narmada river  

6. Chennai  

7. floating and looking at the fish; Appa and 
Amma 
went for a dive 

Ans. 
 

Places Visited Interesting Descriptions and Activities 
1. Thajiwas glacier, Kashmir white and blue glaciers; throwing snowballs 

2. Himachal Pradesh Birds are chirping and many mountains can 
be seen. Could also hear bears growling. 

3. Arunachal Pradesh walking through a thick forest to reach the 
tree 
house 

4. Gujarat very hot, dry. Looks like ocean without 

water, colourful dresses attracts her 

5. The Narmada river enjoyed rafting with her family though it 
was very scary 

6. Chennai lovely view of the Pamban Bridge in the 
ocean 

7. Olaikaadu Beach floating and looking at the fish; Appa and 
Amma 
went for a dive 
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Let us think and reflect 

I Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. 

1.​ Amma tells me that places like the Sundarbans are called wetlands. I never knew 
such a place existed, and that it was possible for trees called mangroves to grow in 
seawater! But Amma is sad about how much this place floods today. 

We also saw crocodiles and a lonely snake while boating. I hope they don’t follow us 
home. 

How is everyone? Are you missing me yet? 

(i)​ What feeling does Shaana most likely experience when she says, “I never knew 
such a place existed...”? 

A. pride B. hope C. relief D. wonder Ans. D. wonder 

(ii)​ Complete the following sentence with a suitable reason. 

Amma is sad about the frequent flooding in Sundarbans because ​ . 

Ans. the place is now flooding 

(iii)​ Select the evidence from the text that reflects a feeling of the speaker’s slight 
nervousness. 

Ans. The evidence from the text that reflects a feeling of the speaker’s slight nervousness 
Is: “I hope they don’t follow us home.” 

This line, referring to seeing crocodiles and a lonely snake while boating, shows a bit of 
nervousness or unease about encountering wild animals. 

(iv)​ Select the option that applies to both the Assertion and the Reason. Assertion 

: The speaker is missing her friends. Reason 

: The speaker wishes to know the well-being of her friends. 

A.​ Both the assertion and the reason are true, and the reason correctly explains the 
assertion. 

B.​ Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the reason does not correctly 
explain the assertion. 

C.​ The assertion is true, but the reason is false. 

D.​ Both the assertion and the reason are false 
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Ans. A. Both the Assertion and Reason are true and the reason correctly explain the 
assertion. 
Explanation: 

From the given text, we see that Shaana writes to her classmates and ends the letter by 
writing, “How is everyone? Are you missing me yet?” 

This clearly shows that she is thinking about »her friends and wondering if they miss her 
too, which suggests she is also missing them. Therefore, both statements are correct and 
reason correctly explains assertion. 

 
2.​ Amma and Appa are fast asleep, and I should be sleeping too, but I just love 
looking out of the window. I think we’re in the southwest part of the country, in Goa, and 
you won’t believe how nice the plateaus look. There are so many hills here, and beaches 
too. 

There are also a lot of tunnels that the train goes through. I used to be afraid of tunnels, 

but I’m not any more. Someday, I wish we could all go on a tour of the plateaus. 

(i)​ Complete the sentence with a suitable reason. 

The speaker chooses to stay awake because ​ . 

Ans. she wants to experience the beautiful plateaus, hills and beaches 

(ii)​ What does the speaker mean by saying, ‘You won’t believe how nice the plateaus 

look’? 

Ans. The speaker means to say that the plateaus are so beautiful or breathtaking that her 
friends might find them unbelievable unless they see it for themselves. 

(iii)​ What has been the change in the speaker’s attitude towards 

tunnels? 

A.​ from fear to comfort B. from courage to confidence 

C. from doubt to clarity D. from fascination to delight Ans. A. from fear to comfort. 

(iv)​ Fill in the blanks with the correct option from those given in the brackets. 

The speaker’s wish to share the experience of touring the 
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plateaus with others indicates her ​ (ability to communicate/sense of 

connection) as well as the value she places on ​ (shared experiences/updating 

information) with her peers. 

Ans. sense of connection; shared experience. 
II Answer the following questions. 

1.​ Shaana mentions that she used to be afraid of tunnels. What could have been the 

most likely reason for her to be scared of tunnels? 

Ans. Shaana mentions that she used to be afraid of tunnels which probably is the 
tendency of all small children. At such a tender age children are generally afraid of 
darkness. 

2.​ Do you think Shaana’s Appa and Amma enjoyed themselves, just like 

children do? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

Ans. Shaana’s appa and amma enjoyed playing like children with the snowball or even 
splashing water at each other. They were thrilled to go for scuba diving. 

3.​ Shaana mentions less snow in the glaciers and more flooding in the Sundarbans. 

Explain what these observations indicate. 

Ans. Shaana’s observations about less snow in the glaciers and more flooding in the 
Sundarbans indicate the effects of climate change and global warming. 

4.​ Shaana’s visits to different parts of the country highlight the diversity of India’s 

geography. Support this statement with evidence from the text. 

Ans. Shaana’s visit to various destinations throughout the country exhibits the richness 
of India’s geography as she describes the ice capped glaciers of Kashmir and Himachal 
Pradesh to the dense forest areas of Arunachal Pradesh. Shaana describes the wetlands 
of Sundarbans to the desert of Gujarat followed by the coastal areas and beaches. 

5.​ How does Shaana use language to convey her excitement, curiosity, and 

sometimes her fears about the places she visits? 

Ans. Shaana uses lively words to depict her excitement, asking questions to express 
curiosity, and short, tense sentences to share her fears. She describes sights, sounds, and 
feelings to bring places to life. When excited, she uses energetic words. When curious, 
she wonders about things. When scared, she uses dark descriptions to show her fear. 
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6.​ What might Shaana have learnt from her travels across India? How would it 

impact her understanding of the country? 

Ans. Shaana might have learnt about India’s diverse landscapes, cultures and 
environmental issues. This would help her understand the country’s richness and the 
need to care for its people and nature. 

7.​ What could be the author’s purpose of presenting the text in the form of 

postcards? 

Ans. The author uses postcards to make the text more personal and engaging. Postcards 
capture Shaana’s thoughts and experiences in a short, unique way making readers feel 
like they are travelling with her. The whole story looks so relatable because of the way 
she shares the anecdotes of her trip. 
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